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Passerine birds are the main reservoir hosts for Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and WEE viruses; however, in
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-  Direct human-to-human transmission of the virus has not been
documented.

- Proximity to urban and peri-urban centers in areas where the
vector is present is also associated with increased risk,
especially for those with good transportation connections.

- Argentina and Uruguay are currently reporting sustained
increases in WEE cases in equines and humans, affecting
several provinces and departments.

- In Brazil, in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, which shares its
southern borders with Uruguay to the south and its western
border with Argentina, one case of WEE was confirmed in an
equine; however, no additional cases have been confirmed in
equines or humans in that country.

— The risk of spread may increase due to social, entomological,
and environmental factors that favor vector proliferation in
countries located in areas where WEE outbreaks have been
confirmed.
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In relation to the main vector, Culex tarsalis, towards the end of the summer seasons, a change in feeding habit
has been observed, leading many females to feed on mammals, such as rabbits, equines, cattle, and humans. This
change in hosts may be crucial in the transmission of the virus to equines and humans. Dispersal occurs primarily
during flights in search of hosts, traveling an average of about 100 meters per day from breeding sites in wetland
and agricultural habitats (12, 13, 14).

Exposure Assessment
Table 1. Summary of ongoing and/or reported WEE outbreaks as of 14 February 2024.

Per the World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS) of the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH),
from 2006 to 2023, equine encephalitis has been reported in animals in 17 countries in the Region of the Americas.
In that period, WEE was reported in equines in Brazil (2006, 2007, 2017, 2018, 2019, and 2022), Mexico (2019), and
during 2023 the current outbreak was reported in Argentina and Uruguay (16).

Since 25 November 2023, when the first outbreak of WEE in equines was reported in Argentina, and until 12 February
2024, a total of 2,464 outbreaks in animals (1,445 in 16 provinces of Argentina, 1,018 in 16 departments of Uruguay|
and one case in a Brazilian state) and 73 confirmed cases in humans (69 in Argentina and four in Uruguay) have been
reported. The distribution of confirmed human cases in Argentina and Uruguay coincides with areas with a higher
number of suspected and confirmed equine cases (6).

Country/Territories Context

Argentina Equine outbreaks

Between 25 November 2023 and 5 February 2024, the Argentina National Agrifood Health
and Quality Service (SENASA per its acronym in Spanish) confirmed 1,445 outbreaks in
equines (46 diagnosed by laboratory and 1,399 by clinical and epidemiology). Confirmed
outbreaks have been reported in 16 provinces: Buenos Aires, Catamarca, Chaco, Corrientes,
Cérdoba, Entre Rios, Formosa, La Pampa, La Rioja, Mendoza, Neuquén, Rio Negro, Salta,
San Luis, Santa Fe, and Santiago del Estero. The greatest concentration of outbreaks was
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Outbreak response requires an integrated multidisciplinary and multisectoral approach to achieve its goal of
reducing the public health impact of this disease.

Increased migration, effects of climate change (such as drought, rising temperatures, and flooding), political
instability and insufficient development mean that an increasing number of people are at risk of contracting this
and other zoonoses in countries where the vector has been identified. These factors, along with other factors such
as financial crises, have left large populations in the Region of the Americas with insufficient access to adequate
health care and at risk of complications following WEE virus infection.

Capacities Vulnerabilities
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Laboratory

e Publication of Laboratory Guidelines for the
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