is a member of the flavivirus genus and belongs to the Japanese

encephalitis antigenic complex of the family Flaviviridae. It is transmitted by infected mosquitoes between
and among humans and animals, including birds, which are the virus’s reservoir host. First isolated in the
West Nile district of Uganda in 1937, WNV is today found commonly in Africa, Europe, the Middle East,
North America, and West Asia. In 1999 a WNV circulating in Israel and Tunisia was imported into New
York producing a large outbreak that spread across




